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Benefits Law Center

Earlier this month, BLC asked all of our long-time
supporters and friends to participate in GiveBIG —
Washington's largest statewide day of giving — with the
goal of raising enough funding to renovate our new
vehicle into our restored Justice Bus. And YOU gave
BIG to GO BIG helping us raise $25,076! As a result
of your generosity, over the next couple of months, we
will be converting the interior of our Bus into a
confidential and caring meeting space for our
knowledgeable benefits attorneys to meet with
multicultural clients with disabilities who live in service
deserts all across the Puget Sound. Thank you for
allowing us to truly meet clients where they are at!

Together we
raised $25,076

Legal Foundation of Washington

BLC is grateful to the Legal Foundation of
Washington (LFW) for their one-time
Accelerator grant of $45,000. In the first
funding round of 2024, LFW awarded
eight legal aid organizations across
Washington State with one-time grants to
accelerate time-sensitive civil justice work and launch
impactful projects. BLC was given this funding because
we are a strong anti-racist organization focused on
serving historically excluded communities throughout
the Puget Sound.

LFW'’s grant allowed us to purchase a new vehicle to
convert into our highly effective Justice Bus —
Washington’s only mobile legal unit. Via our Bus, we
will provide free legal services directly to hundreds of
disproportionally under-resourced communities in
need at times and places where legal services are not
offered — most particularly to Native/Indigenous people
and formerly incarcerated individuals exiting prisons.
Stay tuned for updates as our Bus hits the road this
summer!

SSA UPDATES

The Social Security Administration (SSA) recently
announced that on September 30, 2024, it will be
taking a new step in the right direction by changing
the way it calculates its in-kind support and
maintenance calculations — a rule titled “Omitting
Food from In-Kind Support and Maintenance (ISM)
Calculations”. This rule is designed to help recipients of
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) which is
comprised of seniors age 65+, adults with children who
have disabilities, and those that are homeless. About 7
million Americans receive monthly benefits through
SSI; more than 137,000 Washington residents collect
SSI benefits; and 50% of our homeless and aging
clients benefit from SSI income.

Historically, SSI recipients have struggled to pay for
basic necessities like rent and groceries when relying
on their thin, monthly SSI check alone (maximum
benefit of $943 per month for 2024). Rather than
having to choose between paying their rent, or
affording groceries or medicine, under this new rule,
SSiI recipients will be able to receive assistance
from a third-party for these items. Third parties include
foodbanks, pre-cooked meal services, and the
Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program,
aka SNAP.

To learn more about this new

rule,
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@)
220  57% 85% 225 [mi]
people served clients are of BLC's cases people
by BLC people of color resulted in received legal
o o o }e) favorable decisions ~ ©ducation through
@ @ % trainings &
M . information fairs

ROBERT'S STORY | BLC CLEENT

It has been such a relief to get
my backpay and monthly SSI
check. and to the
staff who helped me with my
case.

— Robert, Client
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